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Lesson #3: Topic Areas: Israel at War, Jewish values,

Hebrew meaning of the word “Arev” Hebrew Language
Grade Level: Grades 7-9

Abstract:
Using “Think-Pair-Share,” students will explore the Hebrew word “Arev” which appears in the famous
expression “Kol Yisrael Arevim ze be ze.” This lesson can be connected to Yom Kippur which is a day in

which we ask forgiveness in the plural because we are all mutually responsible for each others’ sins.

1. Students will understand that all Hebrew words are comprised of a root word or shoresh.

2. Students will understand the meaning of the word “arev” in this expression.

Lesson Plan:

1. Introduction: Write the words “Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh B’Zeh” on the board. Circle the word ‘Arevim’
and clarify if students already know that this word is usually translated as responsible or
accountable.

2. Ask students to identify its three letter root word 11V and have them write on a piece of paper as
many words they can think of in Hebrew with this root. Ask them to also think of different meanings.
After they have come up with an individual list, have them collaborate with a partner, and then have
the entire class share all their words.

3. None of these words seem to be related to the meaning of the word in our expression. The source of
our sentence is in the Talmud and the meaning of the word arev is “guarantor”- a person who
promises to pay back another’s loan if the other fails to do so. This is still its meaning in modern
Hebrew (like when you sign on an apartment); its also the word for bail.

See example in Bereshit 43:9 - Judah promises that he will be a “surety” or a “guarantor” that
Benjamin will return. So the best translation of our verse is that every Jew is “held responsible like a
surety” for another Jew. It means more than just responsible - it is a commitment to act as if | were
you. There has to be trust a reliability to be a “guarantor.”

4. Look back at the list of possible meanings of the root word “arev.” As an exit ticket, as students to
suggest how the meaning of arev as “responsible/accountable” might be related to its meaning as
“mixed up/combined.”

Example answer: Our identities and our destinies are “mixed up” together. Responsibility
comes from each Jew identifying with his fellow Jews and mingles his identity with theirs.
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https://united-jed.org/practice-page-think-pair-share/
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For Teacher:
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