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Memorial Ceremony Program -
Two Years Since October 7th

*This ceremony is designed for High School students.
Theme: "Trauma, Memory, and Hope Through the Passage of Time"

Duration: Approx. 45-60 minutes

1. Opening Remarks and Preparation
* Guidance: We ask everyone to respect the solemnity of this event and to refrain from applauding.

» Opening Words: "Two years have passed since the Black Shabbat of October 7th. Today, we gather to
remember, to mourn, and to draw strength and hope from this memory. This ceremony is dedicated
to the memory of all those we lost on that Shabbat, and in the past 2 years.

2. Memory and Commemoration

Please select from the following options:

+ Speech by the Principal/School Rabbi/Israeli parent etc.

+ Communal Singing: Singing "Tamid Yecahku Lecha" by Lea Shabat. It is recommended to teach the
song in advance and to sing it together with the entire audience. The official music video can be
projected in the background..

“Tamid Yecahku Lecha"
by Lea Shabat.

+ Lighting a Memorial Candle: Invite someone who was directly affected by 7/10 to light the candle
and perhaps tell their story beforehand..

* The Student’s Voice: invite students to think in silence about how they feel, to think of a victim, a
family that they knew about, a hostage who was released and then invote some to share their
thoughts and reflections

+ Reciting mourner’s Kaddish: The school’s rabbi, principal, family representative) leads the recitation
of the mourner's Kaddish.
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+ The Israeli "Yizkor" written for October 7th: The guide reads the "Yizkor" in Hebrew. This reading can
be repeated in the local language to connect with the entire community.

The guide reads the
"Yizkor" in Hebrew.

* The "El Malei Rachamim" Prayer: A prominent community figure reads the "El Malei Rachamim"
prayer.

+ Reading: A passage from "It's Not True That Life Goes On" by Daniel Chechik. It is recommended to
read it in both languages — Hebrew and the local language.

It's not true that life goes on. Even your past is edited. Every time you tell the story of how you took a
bus to Bloomfield to watch the derby, you hesitate whether to call him my brother, my late brother,
or my brother, of blessed memory. Sometimes you just take him out of the story to save everyone
the embarrassment. It's not true that life goes on. Here and there you meet someone who hasn't
been in the country for a long time, and he asks how he is, and you tell him that he is no longer with
us, and in the end, of course, you have to reassure him, so you tell him that life goes on. But it

doesn't. It stops. And it starts again. Differently.

3. Hope and Future

A reading for your consideration.
The following suggestions provide a guide for leading us forward and into the future.
“We got used to it" by Barak Feuer, brother of Sergeant Ariel Feuer, may his memory be a blessing.

Guide: As Barak Feuer wrote about his brother, we might get used to the pain, but we must not get
used to the situation we are living in. The longing and pain exist alongside the will, the duty, and the
hope to bring the hostages home

Narrator 1: Only two years have passed since you left us, but who said we haven't gotten used to it
yet? We've gotten used to our lives being accompanied by sadness and pain, We've gotten used to
imagining you and missing you.
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Narrator 2: We've gotten used to crying for no reason, sometimes when we're alone, into the pillow,
But in public, on the outside, to act as if everything is normal.

Narrator 3: We've gotten used to tormenting ourselves over how we didn't manage to say one more
thing to you, How we missed one more moment we could have been with you or talked, We've
gotten used to our hearts shrinking in sorrow because we didn't talk a little more on the last Friday
before your death.

Narrator 1: We've gotten used to combining the joy of every holiday with crying because you aren't
celebrating with us, And to choke on tears during the Kiddush. We've gotten used to answering the
children who ask about you with a blank face, But to cry on the inside without answers. We've
gotten used to shivering when in the middle of our daily routine we heard your name or ran into your
picture.

Narrator 2: And we're getting used to diverting our thoughts to something else and continuing what
we had just started. We've gotten used to sighing to ourselves when we remembered you, a sigh of
helplessness in the face of your immense absence.

Narrator 3: We've gotten used to trying to explain to ourselves that we won't see you again, Trying to
grasp it logically, but without success — how is it possible to part so early from such a close loved
one?

Narrator 1: We've gotten used to missing, regretting, hurting, and mourning.

Narrator 2: But we've gotten used to drawing strength, standing tall, getting stronger, and
continuing our daily lives with joy.

Narrator 3: We've gotten used to living in a state we will never be able to get used to.

m Watching a Video: Watching a segment from a conversation with Rachel
Goldberg-Polin, the part dealing with prayer and the call to action. - the
principal calls the kids to action. “In the memory of all those whose lives of
doing good were cut short, now is your chance to act in their honour" — a

moment of silence and a reflection.

ﬁ Displaying the Hostages' Names: Projecting photos and names of the hostages.
This is a moment of silence, recognition, and commitment.
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4. Concluding the Ceremony

+ Singing of Acheinu prayer

+ Concluding Remarks: The ceremony guide concludes with words of hope, unity, and commitment
to the future.

+ Singing "Hatikvah": The entire audience stands for the singing of the "Hatikvah" and the national
anthem as well - If it is the custom in school.

Acheinu Kol Beit Yisrael -
Bring Them Home
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