
Poem לכְָל אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁם
Each of us has a name  Zelda Mishkowsky :מילים

נּתָןַ לוֹ אֱלהֹיִם ונְתָנְוּ לוֹ אָביִו ואְִמּוֹ, ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

נּתָנְוּ לוֹ קומָֹתוֹ ואְפֶֹן חיִוּכּוֹ ונְתָןַ לוֹ ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

האָָריִג,

נתָנְוּ לוֹ ההֶרָיִם ונְתָנְוּ לוֹ כּתְלָיָו, ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

כנֵיָו, נּתָנְוּ לוֹ המַַּזּלָותֹ ונְתָנְוּ לוֹ שְׁ ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

נתָנְוּ לוֹ חֲטאָָיו ונְתָנְהָ לוֹ כּמְִיהתָוֹ, ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

נתָנְוּ לו שוׂנאְָיו ונְתָנְהָ לוֹ אַהֲבתָוֹ, ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

נתָנְוּ לוֹ חגַּיָו ונְתָנְהָ לוֹ מְלאַכתְוֹ, ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

נהָ ונְתָןַ לוֹ ָ נתָנְוּ לוֹ תּקְופּותֹ השַּׁ ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

עוִרְונֹוֹ,

נּתָןַ לוֹ היַםָּ ונְתָןַ לוֹ מותֹוֹ. ם שֶׁ לכְלָ אִישׁ ישֵׁ שֵׁ

Each of us has a name given by God and

given by our parents

Each of us has a name given by our stature

and our smile and given by what we wear

Each of us has a name given by the

mountains and given by our walls

Each of us has a name given by the stars

and given by our neighbors

Each of us has a name given by our sins

and given by our longing

Each of us has a name given by our

enemies and given by our love

Each of us has a name given by our

celebrations and given by our work

Each of us has a name given by the

seasons and given by our blindness

Each of us has a name given by the sea

and given by our death.

Zelda Mishkowsky (1916–
1984), a descendant of the
Chabad Lubavitcher
rabbinic dynasty, was
born in Ukraine and
immigrated to
Palestine in 1928 at the
age of 12. 

Discussion Questions: 
This poem was written 50 years ago and is typically read on Holocaust memorial day. How does
it apply to October 7th? 

1.

The list of names of Israelis killed on October 7th is overwhelming. Choose just one name from
this list and learn the story of their life and death. 

2.

       How does knowing their name and story impact you? 

Popularly known by her first name, she was a pious
woman who lived most of her life in Jerusalem's very
religious neighborhoods. She remains one of the few
poets able to traverse Israel’s religious-seculcar
divide. 

https://www.ynet.co.il/news/category/51693

